
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a 
habit.” ~ Aristotle 

Welcome Back 
On behalf of our entire faculty, support staff, and administration, I welcome you to 
the start of another new and exciting school year.  We will begin the year with a 
focus on addressing our school’s Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessments.  
Specifically, teachers will, (1) continue to redevelop curriculum that is relevant 
and encourages students to go in depth to learn valuable content and skills; (2) 
use instructional strategies that meet the needs of every type of learner and 
promote higher order thinking; (3) assess students in a variety of authentic ways.  
Also, as a school community we will continue to explore and implement 
strategies that assist the mental health needs of our students. 
 
We believe in all students’ capacity to learn, and stand ready to support their 
development in every way possible. Our primary goal is to promote the learning, 
growth, and development for all students. 
 
We are so very fortunate to enjoy the generous support of our community; an 
extraordinary faculty and staff; and a great student body.  Our obligation is to use 
these resources carefully and make the very most of them. Thank you for your 
critical support of our efforts.  If a parent or student has any question about the 
school year please be sure to seek out a teacher, department head, counselor, 
or administrator early in the process. 
 
Best Wishes, 
Mr. Brian M. Callaghan 
Principal 
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BYOD information: 
The use of technology as a tool to enhance the learning experience for 
students is becoming an increasingly useful part of education here at 
Westborough High School.  To be able to learn, and work successfully in 
our information-rich society, students must be able to utilize technology 
effectively. As you know, the Westborough Public School District is 
starting a program, BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) that would allow 
students to use personal technology devices for educational use while at 
high school.  Much preparation has taken place in order to prepare for this 
program-- infrastructure updates, teacher training, successful pilots, and 
outreach to ensure every child had a device on day 1 of this school year. 

While this is the first year of BYOD the development of a full set of 
guidelines for proper use will take place throughout the year by accepting 
feedback by members of the school community.  In the meantime here are 
a few items students must be mindful of: 
 

• The teacher will direct use of the device for academic purposes; the 
terms “screens up” and “screens down” may be used by teachers 
when wanting students either to use/view their devices or to focus 
on instruction and other class activities 

• Limiting the number of tabs students could have open at any given 
time (generally 1-3 tabs) to help students maintain on-task behavior 

• Devices must be used only for learning purposes, not for listening 
to music, social media, or playing games 

• The Responsible Use Policy, Electronic Devices policies and Code 
of Digital Citizenship and all other expectations outlined in Student 
Handbook and/or Teacher Syllabus 

• Code of Digital Citizenship: Students at Westborough High School 
are members of a community who work together toward a greater 
good.  To that end, respectful behavior and upstanding character 
are ongoing expectations.  WHS grants students the privilege of 
access to computers, a local area network, the Internet, and other 
technology tools, all of which are owned, maintained, and controlled 
by Westborough Public Schools. We expect that students will use 
these technology resources only in accordance with the WHS’ 
values and mission and only for academic purposes. The use of the 
school’s technology resources is a privilege and may be revoked 
for repeated violations of policy or a single substantial infraction. 
Students should not expect any privacy in their use of the school’s 
technology resources. All data created, stored, received, sent, and 
viewed on or through such resources are subject to monitoring and 
access by the school at any time.  
Consequences for students who violate this citizenship expectation 
may include the revocation of student access to all technology 
resources, loss of any other privileges at WHS, detention, 
suspension, or expulsion.  
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The student is solely responsible for any equipment that he/she 
brings to school.  The Westborough Public School District is not 
liable for damaged, lost, or stolen equipment. 

For more information about the BYOD program feel free to contact 
me.  If you have questions about curriculum or instruction through 
the integration of technology, please contact the classroom teacher. 

Class of 2017 photo: 

 

PowerSchool Online Grading: 
Parent/Guardian Guidelines for Viewing Grades Online 
As a district, we are committed to student learning and believe that effective 
communication is an essential part of the process.  We believe that this system 
involves three invested parties--teacher, student, and parent/guardian--with the 
student at the center.  Therefore we have adopted an online gradebook with a 
desire to share details of academic progress and increase student 
responsibility.  We hope access to information helps both students and 
parents/guardians track and understand student progress in individual classes. 
At WHS we also recognize that grades are but one of several tools that can be 
used to monitor student achievement.  Our high school believes that although 
reporting grades is necessary, it is more important to emphasize the learning, 
growth, and development of all students. 

When viewing your student’s academic progress online, please be mindful of the 
following: 

• Use the online grade information as a means for a productive and positive 
conversation about the learning process with your student.  For example, 
you can discuss the experience of completing the work and what was 
learned. 

• Encourage your student to monitor his/her own progress online.  High 
school students should take ownership of, and have responsibility for, the 
grades they have earned.  Students should address questions or 
concerns about their progress directly with the teacher. 

• Talk to your student.  Often, students have additional information about 
assignments, class work, and grades.  Bear in mind, ongoing 
assessments may raise or lower a grade prior to the conclusion of the 
marking period. 
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• Different courses and instructors have varying systems for evaluating 
work, calculating and reporting grades.  This information will be 
communicated to students by their teachers. 

• Online updates will vary from class to class.  However, all online grades 
will be up to date at mid-quarter and at the end of each marking 
period.  Please refer to the following dates: 

o range:  mid- quarter date plus 7 days; end of quarter reporting date 
plus 7 days 

o Q1 - Progress Reports Approx. 10/6 to 10/13; Grades 11/10/16 
o Q2 - Progress Reports Approx. 12/1 to 12/8; Grades 2/2/17 
o Q3 - Progress Reports Approx.  3/6 to 3/10; Grades 4/7/17 
o Q4 - Progress Reports Approx.  5/8 to 5/12; Grades 6/16/17 

Subject to change due to school cancellations 

Important Dates: 
September 21 – Community Literacy Event – Period 3 
September 30 – Half Day Students 
October 3 – Holiday – Rosh Hashanah – No School  
October 4 – 7 – Week of Lights – See Athletic Schedule 
October 10 – Holiday – Columbus Day – No School  
October 12 – Holiday – Yom Kippur – No School  
October 14 – Lifetouch Picture Day – Grades 9 – 11 
October 14-15 – Homecoming Weekend – Dance Oct. 14 
 
 
Westborough High School Website 
 

“We hope access to 
information helps both 

students and 
parents/guardians track 
and understand student 

progress in individual 
classes.” 

http://www.mwlma.org/g5-bin/client.cgi
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=35937&pageId=35945
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